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Culture cauldron

Apeejay’s literature festival is growing firm roots

with a tribute to the recent com-

pletion of the centenary of Indian
cinema. The fourth edition of the
Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival,
by now a fixture in Kolkata’s win-
ter calendar, once again holds out
the promise of bringing not just the
writer but also the auteur and both
their fans together in intimate set-
tings for a soul nourishing begin-
ning to the year. Yes, AKLF, to be held
during 9-13 January, will have lots

It’s a literary festival that begins

AKLF 2012: A SESSION AT PREVIOUS YEAR’S FESTIVAL

of authors, readings, discussions and
presentations on cinema, media and
the arts, and of course literature.
The festival began in 2010 as a
‘Community Initiative; a part of
the Apeejay group completing a 100
years in business. AKLF was one of
the 100 Centenary Community Ini-
tiatives created in the centenary year
2010-11. The festival was funded by
Apeejay Trusts from its inception
and continues to be so even today.
Established in 1910, the 6,000 crore

Apeejay Surrendra group employs
over 43,000 people in sectors such
as tea, hospitality, shipping, retail
and real estate and has diversified
into new areas such as logistics and
knowledge parks.

Incidentally, the group has had
a long association with publish-
ing, as the group also owns Oxford
Bookstore, one of India’s best known
chains of bookstores. “AKLF is thus
the only literary festival in the
country created and presented by a
bookstore,” says Renu Kakkar, vice-
president, Apeejay Surrendra group.
“AKLF has grown out Oxford Book-
store’s decade-long involvement with
books and its ongoing relationship
with writers and publishers. This
uniqueness reflects in every aspect of
the festival.”

Kolkata, where India’s largest book
fair is held annually, is also the Apee-
jay group’s home town, a city where
value and respect for writers is still a
way of life. “We understand and con-
tribute to strengthening the city’s
culture with the festival,” says Kak-
kar. “All events have free entry and
over the years we feel we have been
able to help audiences rediscover the
pleasure of stories, books and reading.
Our attempt each year is to engage
more and more and this year we are
specifically targeting reaching out to
more and more young readers.”

Incidentally, author Manil Suri
also does the global launch of his

HIGHLIGHTS AT AKLF 2013

¢ The festival opens in the

still qualifies to be considered -

Transgressions:

— Questions and Concerns: A
Filmmakers’ Forum—a panel dis-

Essay-

Western Quadrangle of Vic-
toria Memorial with Shyam
Benegal talking on ‘a century
of Indian Cinema’.

+ When Ghalib Met Manto:
Ek Guftagu: Dramatised read-
ings and a performance by
National Academy of Perform-
ing Arts Repertory, Karachi.

¢ Maya Mahal - An Enchanted
Look at Hindi Cinema through
the Priya Paul Collection — a first-
time exhibition of film posters
and memorabilia from a pri-
vate collection.

+ A debate on whether Kolkata

a cultural capital, with avant-
garde filmmaker Q, writer
Ruchir Joshi, singer-song-
writer Neel Adhikari and
others at the beautiful Lascar
Monument beside the river.

¢ Nobel prize winning Knut
Hamsun’s masterpiece ‘Hun-
ger’ will be the focus of an
exhibition of Somnath
Hore’s haunting drawings and
wood works, with a drama-
tised reading by actor Jayant
Kripalani.

¢ For in depth discussions we
have some wonderful panels

ing the New in Indian Cinema
with Shyam Benegal, Onir,
Dhritiman Chaterji and
others, or ‘Talking Writing:
Tomorrow and the Written
Word’ with younger writers; or
‘Image, Identity, Literature and
the Asian Woman’ with writ-
ers from Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Turkey amongst others.

¢ Media for Change: The
Asian  Neighbourhood  with
alternative media representa-
tives from Malaysia, the UK,
and across the subcontinent.

+ India’s Indie Film Future
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cussion to look into the future
of independent filmmaking.

+ A special session where
Ramachandra Guha Talks
on What Kind of Asian Was Gan-
dhi? followed by an interactive
session with Swapan Chakra-
vorty at National Library.

¢ Leila Seth talking on the
constitution of India to school
students.

# Book launches by Pavan
Varma, William Dalrym-
ple, Yasmeen Premiji, Shob-
haa De and Manil Suri.  «
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AT THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF APEEJAY KOLKATA LITERARY FESTIVAL 2013.

new novel, the third part of a tril-
ogy, during the festival — as a look at
another of India’s mega cities, Mum-
bai. “Little did I know, when I started
The City of Devi in late 2000, that 12
years later, I would be launching the
book worldwide at the Apeejay Kol-
kata Literary Festival. I am thrilled
and honoured at this opportunity to
begin my book journey in Kolkata, a
city of such erudition and intellec-
tual distinction,” says Suri.

AKLF 2013 also experiments with
themes such as A Century of Indian
Cinema, The Asian Neighbour-
hood, and European Literature: New
Voices from the Old World, with day-
long events and sessions under the
umbrella theme.

The festival is utilising the city’s
rich heritage monuments. Among
the venues that will host events are
National Library, Victoria Memorial,

Lascar

Mon-
Max

8 ument,
| Mueller Bha-
E van and the
. Rabindranath

Tagore Centre. Special tributes are
also planned for Bangla writer Sunil
Gangopadhyay by his peers and emi-
nent authors, besides an evening
dedicated to Sadat Hasan Manto and
Ghalib at St John’s Church.

The festival has chosen to focus
on young readers. To suit the occa-
sion, a Young Readers Special week-
end morning will be held on Apeejay
Surrendra Group Corporate Head-
quarters Lawns, right in heart of the
city on the bustling Park Street.

Award time

The festival also enters the awards
arena with a tie-up with the Tibor
Jones South Asia Prize. The prize, an
initiative led by Tibor Jones & Asso-
ciates, with the support of the Uni-
versity of East Anglia (UEA) and the
Charles Pick Foundation (CPF), will
encourage emerging, unrepresented
writers of South Asian origin. In its
second year, it offers a cash award of
Z1 lakh, as well as literary representa-
tion to the winning author. The win-
ner will be announced at a special

VISUAL LANGUAGE OF AKLF 2013
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function during AKLF 13!

“The Tibor Jones South Asia Prize
team is excited to partner Oxford
Bookstores and host the 2013 prize
ceremony at the Apeejay Kolkata
Literary Festival,” said Martin Pick,
chairman, Charles Pick Fellowship,
and judge, TJSAP 2013. “The inten-
tion of the prize is to nurture the lit-
erary community, and we can think
of no better partners than these two
beloved Kolkata institutions.” Priti
Paul, director, Oxford Bookstores,
said, “Encouraging writing and read-
ing is a primary goal of ours. We con-
gratulate them on the initiative, and
are pleased to host the Award cer-
emony in Kolkata at our Apeejay
Kolkata Literary Festival.”

The festival, in its short dura-
tion, has already made significant
contributions to enhance Kolka-
ta’s reputation as a focus on cultural
regeneration of our cities. With a
five-day festival, its longest ever, it
offers more opportunities for fans of
creativity to indulge themselves.

¢ SUMAN TARAFDAR

= The occasional ambassador car amidst
the traffic is a typical Kolkata street.
An Oxford Mug with books is shown
as a typical scene in Cha Bar, the
inhouse Oxford Bookstore lounge.

Saraswati is shown for knowledge.

ey

Kites symbolise freedom ideas and
coming from buildings.

The traffic cop is dressed Kolkatan
Traffic Police.

The irregular border is close to what
a Patachitra would have.

Every year, AKLF ideates on the ‘Visual Language’ for
the year’s edition. In 2013, the festival decided to
pay a tribute to these creative minds of rural Bengal,
choosing Patachitra as their design motif. For the first
time, traditional art form was created on a computer.
Just as a Patachitra work is full of details, each element
of this specially created poster too denotes something!
Kolkata’s landmarks shown during the festival
include Hooghly, Shaheed Minar, Dakshineswar and
Victoria Memorial. The Durga motif of AKLF 2012
and Fish of AKLF 2011 denote our learning from the
previous editions, which have all been incorporated
in the 2013 Schedule.
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