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LEAD STOR

KARAN PAUL ON
PARTNERING PREITY,
BUYING YUWVI AND
LEE, SETTING GOALS
FOR APEEJAY AND
BEING MR COOL...

CRAZY ABOUT
CRICKET

Are you & cricket fan? Did you
play the game?

Tarm a hoge ericket fan though
over the years | have not been
ahle to go to many matches. 1
hawe always been inbo sport and
af the schood level had participat-
ed very actively in cricket, swim-
ming, table-tennis etc, I have
wery fond memories of playing
cricket with Eciernds at my house,
irvariably breaking glass panes!

Any cricket heroes?
Viv Richards, Imran Klsan and
Kapil Dev.

Huow did your involvement
with ITPL begin?

The whale thing From I;l;ncn,l;]nl;,
dechding and winning happened
in barely three months. As
praminent corporates, my part-
ners and 1 had besn presented
their new proposition by BOCI
We knew they had a winner and
wi simply thought we must be a
part ol if.

‘Why didn’t vou bid for Team
Calcutta?

Personally, [ would have loved to
own Team Caleutta, However, we
ook an informed chodee, keep-
ing all the partners’ views in
mind. [ am delighted that Shah
Rukh has won Cabeutta, | hewve
the privilege of knowing him
and his wife Gauri, who was in
school with me in Delhd, and 1
know he will do the most fantas
tie jab for Calcutta and the game
af ericked here,

How did the partmership with
Preity Zinta, Mess Wadia and
Nuohit Burman happen?

They are all very good (Fiends of
mine and the BOCI proposition
meved from & casual discussion
amongst W b great excitement
and then the winning bid.

Preity is a star draw, but how
involved is she? What is she
bringing to the table and how
much priority will she give
the team?

Preity is a star in every wag She
hiis tremendoazs energy and en
thusiasm. Apart fram belng
chariamatic and creative she is
very, wery smart and is fully in
volvedl Her connections in
media, industry and govern-
mieif are hiage value-adds, Her
mere presence has raised the
profile af our team enormously
Most importantly, the public
Toves her And our team must
catinect with the public &t every
lewel.

Why Team Mohali?
Muohali was pur first chaiee. It
heas the best stadlivm, by far, the
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Date of birth: Novem-
beer 3, 1968

Grew up in: Calcutta
and New Delhi

School: La Martiniers
for Boys, Caleutta; Mod-
ern School, Vasant
Yihar, New Delhi

College: Brown Und:
versity, USA

very
e bl o
gestie
sit on his chair in his of-

ism touches me always.
One thing | want to

best captain for 20:20{Yuvra)
Singh) and & brilliant hase of
talent in our catchiment area.
Moreover, we bove the spirit af
Punjab and its enterprise and
diaspora spread across the
warld which will become very
important as the format be-
comies bigger and more inter-
national.

‘What will your team be
called?
(Smeiles) Kings X1 Punjab

Huow big a factor was Yo-
vraj?

We love Yusraj and are very
excited that He is leading our
feam.

Winning the team for §76
million was a close call
(owver Hero Honda), Do yvou
now look back and wish vou
had gone for a Delhi or Ban-
Ealore?
(Smilegh I repeat, Mohali was
o first choice!

What was the strategy be-
fore you stepped in for the
players” anction” Can you
take us throngh the choios
of players? =
Our strategy was to get the
best talent in the top arder,
whi can even individually win
games. We had wanted players
In their prime who have Pears
ta go and who we considered
Teanid e emudmadlzed for 20000, We
have also taken top-rate local
talent whio will really grow
ani shine given this interna-
Honal-standard exposure we

ghted
that Shah Rukh
has won
Calcutta. I have
the privilege of
knowing him
and his wife
Gauri, who was
in school with
me in Delhi...

will be providing. They will be
the future stars of India, [
think we have done a great job
in o selection. My partner
Mess has bed this and we think
we will have the winning
team’

Your two main spends were
HBrett Lee (SH00,000) and
Irfan Pathan ($925,000).
Why?

They are amangst the best at
what they do and their selec-
tiom has gone o long way in
air tesim being considered
very well balanced, young, ag-
gressive and amongst the top
teams in the league,

Along with?
Personally | fee] Mohali, Hy-
derabad, Chennai and Calcut-
ta are the top teams

Wit Tom Moody the eoach
of choiee?

Muoody is today considered the
hest coach in the world and we
are honoured to have him on
bosrd. He was actively in
volved with Yuvraj and Ness
in deciding the composition of
the team.

D you regred losing ont on
any plaver?

We woulkd have liked to have
Harbhajan since he is a star
and from Chandigarh. Howey-
e, there are always trade-offs
and badgeds, given the 5 mil-
lion cap on salaries. Other
wise we are very satisfled
{zmiles),

What specific role do you
have within the quartei?
We are all invalved and are
playing to our skills. My role
ks aeross the Minancial, admin-
istrative and resource lun:
tions.

How will you juggle IPL
with your business? Will
you be watching Team Mo-
hali play?

W areall warking like crazy
right now bt our ohjective is
o puat up & prafessional exec-
tive team which will manage
the business for us. As with
the plagers and coach we want
the best peopbe. We will make
an annourcement on this very
soan. [ will surely be atbend:
ing as many matches as lean
wherever we play [ don't think
it will interfere too much with
my sachwidule, Besides | do
want toenjoy the thrill af
being a team owner and hope
Fully taking it to the finals.

Picture this: Mohali versus
Calcutta at Eden Gardens:
wha will vou support?
(Lareghs ot boted ) T will be
torn. However, my maney will
bee: om Muhali?
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BIG ON
BUSINESS

It is also expansion tme for
Apeejay ...

Yies, wie are 0 the midst of the
bigzest expansion our group has
ever embarked wpon and its defi-
nitely exciting times at Apeejay
Crverall, our group has had a great
financial year and I do expect an
even better record-breaker going
Torward to 2008:2009, This has
ey Jedd by shipping and hodels
ani real estate, The tea market
s been tough for us though we
have continuwed to invest heavily
for the future

Can you take us through the
new projects on your table?
At Apesjay, we have drawn up an
investment programme of over
Ris 6,000 crore to be completed by
0l This is through new hotels
and ships. Real estate and com-
mercial park development, The
new Ouford stores and Flurys.
The Typhoo tea launch in India.
We are also putting wp two world-
standard ship building yards in
Bengal and Orissa. ... Apeejay fo-
cussed and invested in education
very early on and our institutes
#erass our families are very well
regarded, In line with thad we are
alao butlding two large knowledge
parks in Haldia and
Bhubaneswar

Any special plans for Apeejay
turning 100 in 20107

W are in the process of formulat-
ing our plans to make this a truly
miernorahle milestane, We will do
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Viv Richards, Imran
Khan and Kapil Dev
were my crlcket heroes

Calcutta or Mohali?
Calcutta

Calcutta or London?
Calcutta

Family or friends?
Both

Cigarette or wine?

Both together is
divine

Love or profits?
Love

o e T T e

something speeial to honour our
anpestors and all the people whio
barve wirked with us and all the
others who have supported us.

GLIMPSE OF
THE GOOD LIFE

Mot many know that you are
the prond owner of a vachit...
Tlove my boat, Sky Darcer: I was
hought with my very good friend
Sanjiv Goenka and The Park
Haotel. It is for cur exclusive wss
and puts a whaole different spin to
living in Caleutta. Lenjoy being
curbdonrs in beautiiil seenery and
this gives me the access 10 min-
utes from my office on Park
Street.

How particular are you about
whint you wear?

1 weear very specific things and
aIn very particular.

How garden prowd are you?
Very We participate and do ex-
ceedingly wall in the annoal
Avwer shows. [am biesssd to have
amazingly educated gardeners.

What in your book are musis
to have s good life?

Time first af all, which is the
hardest to get. Health and intelll
gence. Good food and wine, Mt
ural beauty Loving farmnily and
Eriemds,

How far behind is Caleuita in

ihe good life game? What
nesls to change and how?

‘Things have changed but we still
have a long way to go.

We would
have liked
to have
Harbhajan
since he is
a star and
from
Chandi-

garh...

Being so firmly entrenched in

Calcutta is a business boon or

a bane?

In India, [ woduld rot Live or wirk

anywhere else Calcutta has been
greal 1o ws and it has beena baom.

Pratim D. Gupta
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Jodiaa Akbar (UVA) - 10030 am, 1245, 300, 700 % 9.5 pm
Mishya (L&) - 300 pm | Taare Zamesen Par (U] - 4.3 pm
Vanage Point (&) - 11.15.am, 100, 515, 7,15 & 9.15 pm

Jumpeér (LUA) - 11.00 am & 7.3 pm

buy tickets on the move

¥ =S4 | oo B0 o 53000 1o download appicaton and find oul mone!

RDB Bouevard, Bu-mmitym-g Secior 5, Sait Lake.

www.adlabscinemas.com
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